
 
 

   
 

 

 

CELEBRATING THE CITY’S AUTHORS:  

TORONTO LIT UP ANNOUNCES SPRING SEASON 

The Walrus senior editor, Samia Madwar, joins the selection committee 

Toronto, April 4, 2024 – Today, the Toronto International Festival of Authors (TIFA) 

announced the 15 new titles selected for the Spring season of Toronto Lit Up 2024-2025. The 

programme is a joint initiative with Toronto Arts Council that spotlights Toronto writers and 

through supporting and promoting their book launch celebrations, bringing together communities 

of readers across the city.  

The Spring season will take place between April and September 2024, and feature new works of 

fiction and non-fiction for adults and young people, poetry, memoir and drama, by debut and 

established Toronto authors. Discover stories that capture the iconic character of Toronto’s 

neighbourhoods and the wealth of cultures that meet on our streets. From bookstores to bars, 

clubs to coffee shops, Toronto Lit Up has a book launch for everyone’s TBR needs.  

The following new books will be featured: 

• Jean Marc Ah-Sen – Kilworthy Tanner (Véhicule Press) 

• K.J. Aiello – The Monster and the Mirror (ECW Press) 

• Gloria Blizzard – Black Cake, Turtle Soup, and Other Dilemmas (Dundurn Press) 

• Kern Carter – And Then There Was Us (Tundra Books) 

• Andrea Curtis, Anne Roos Kleiss (Illustrator) – Loop de Loop: Circular Solutions for 

a Waste Free World (Groundwood Books) 

• Em Dial – In The Key of Decay (Palimpsest Press) 

• Rosena Fung – Age 16 (Annick Press) 

• Clarissa Trinidad Gonzalez – Celestina's House (Rare Machines, Dundurn Press) 

• Sydney Hegele – Bird Suit (Invisible Publishing) 

• Ho Ka Kei (Jeff Ho)– cockroach (曱甴) (Playwrights Canada Press) 

• Sarabeth Holden, Emma Pedersen (Illustrator) – Sea Snooze (Inhabit Media Inc.) 

• Sadi Muktadir – Land of No Regrets (HarperCollins) 

• Devan Rajkumar – Mad Love: Big Flavors Made to Share, from South Asia to the West 

Indies–A Cookbook (Figure1 Publishing) 

• Jess Taylor – Play (Book*hug Press) 

• A.G.A Wilmot – Withered (ECW Press) 

https://www.vehiculepress.com/q.php?EAN=9781550656633
https://ecwpress.com/index
https://www.dundurn.com/books_/t22117/a9781459752801-black-cake--turtle-soup--and-other-dilemmas
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/725662/and-then-there-was-us-by-kern-carter/9781774883402
https://houseofanansi.com/
https://houseofanansi.com/
https://palimpsestpress.ca/books/in-the-key-of-decay-em-dial/
https://www.annickpress.com/Books/A/Age-16
https://www.dundurn.com/books_/t22117/a9781459754003-celestina-s-house
https://invisiblepublishing.com/product/bird-suit/
https://www.playwrightscanada.com/Books/C/cockroach2
https://inhabitmedia.com/
https://www.harpercollins.ca/9781443468299/land-of-no-regrets/
https://www.figure1publishing.com/book/mad-love/
https://www.figure1publishing.com/book/mad-love/
https://bookhugpress.ca/shop/author/jess-taylor/play-by-jess-taylor/
https://ecwpress.com/products/withered


 
 

 

 

Events to launch and celebrate these titles will take place in person across Toronto from April to 

September. All events will be free to attend and open to the public. Stay tuned for dates and 

details to come at FestivalofAuthors.ca. 

Between April 2016 and March 2024, Toronto Lit Up has presented over 200 events featuring 

over 250 Toronto authors and illustrators.  

• From the Toronto Arts Council 

“Partnering with TIFA to amplify the work of Toronto authors and illustrators is something we 

are very proud to do. Toronto Lit Up not only generates excitement for published work, but it 

promotes and further strengthens our city’s rich literary community. Congratulations to the 15 

authors and illustrators who are taking part in this season of Toronto Lit Up!” – Kelly 

Langgard, Director & CEO, Toronto Arts Council and Toronto Arts Foundation. 

 

The Committee 

Each submission is reviewed by the Toronto Lit Up Committee, composed of Ayesha 

Chatterjee (past president, League of Canadian Poets), Ian Keteku (Creative Writing Instructor, 

OCAD U), Samia Madwar (Senior Editor, The Walrus), Hazel Millar (Co-Publisher, 

Book*hug) and Roland Gulliver (Director, Toronto International Festival of Authors). 

New Committee Member: Samia Madwar is a senior editor at The Walrus and has previously 

worked in editorial roles at Up Here and Canadian Geographic magazines. She has served as a 

judge for the National Magazine Awards, the Digital Publishing Awards, and the Online 

Journalism Awards, among others, and has mentored emerging journalists through the National 

Media Awards Foundation’s BIPOC Mentorship Program.  

How to get involved: 

To keep up to date on announcements, upcoming events and submission periods, follow us on 

social media at @festofauthors and subscribe to our e-newsletter. 

About the Toronto International Festival of Authors (TIFA)    

Join us at the Toronto International Festival of Authors (TIFA), to celebrate with stories from 

Toronto and around the world. Discover new stories, meet your favourite authors, imagine new 

worlds and delve into exciting ideas. We create imaginative and inspiring experiences for people 

of all ages and interests, no matter what types of stories you enjoy. At TIFA, immerse yourself in 

the joy of storytelling that spans boundaries, showcases fresh perspectives, and ignites creativity 

and imagination in us all. Whether you love fiction or non-fiction, sci-fi or romance, picture 

books or YA, there’s a story for you! 

TIFA is grateful for the support of the Government of Canada – Department of Canadian 

Heritage; the Canada Council for the Arts; the Ontario Arts Council; the Toronto Arts Council; 

https://www.festivalofauthors.ca/toronto-lit-up
https://festivalofauthors.ca/subscribe/


 
 

 

and Ontario Creates. Lead philanthropic support is generously provided by the Global Authors 

Club: Gail and Mark Appel, The Marilyn and Charles Baillie Family Foundation, The Lynn and 

Brent Belzberg Foundation, The Bennett Family Foundation, The Honourable Nicole Eaton, The 

L’Heureux Family Foundation, Harriet Lewis and Eldon Bennett, Beth Nowers and Jack Curtin, 

Nalini and Tim Stewart. 

About Toronto Arts Council (TAC)  

Toronto Arts Council (TAC) is the City of Toronto’s funding body for artists and arts 

organizations. Since 1974, TAC has offered innovative and responsive programs, enabling artists 

and arts organizations to explore, create and thrive. With funding of over $25 million annually, 

TAC grants lead to exhibitions, performances, readings and workshops seen each year by over 

five million people across the city. TAC is proud to play a leadership role in fostering Toronto’s 

dynamic and diverse arts scene. www.torontoartscouncil.org 
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Media Contact 

Shae Loeffelholz, media@festivalofauthors.ca 

@FestofAuthors | #TorontoLitUp | #PoweredbyTAC 

 

 

http://www.torontoartscouncil.org/
mailto:torontolitup@festivalofauthors.ca

